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HEBREWS, XIII. 14. 


Fox HERE HAVE WE NO CONTINUING CiTY, BUT 
WE SEEK ONE TO COME, 


N every annual revolution of our days, various 
events ſolicit our attention as inſtruftive me- 
morials of the frailty, uncertainty, and contracted 
duration of human life. We are admoniſhed— 
that the poſſeſſion of it is precarious—that it is 
liable to a dejecting variety of interruptions, vi- 
ciſlitudes and diſappointments, through the in- 
terchanging ſucceſſions of proſperity and afflic- 
tion and that from many unforeſeen incidents 

of diſeaſes and diſaſters, the awful period of it's 
diſſolution is ſometimes very ſuddenly introduced. 
But amidſt theſe fluctuating ſcenes of diſcipline, 
the ſincere Chriſtian is furniſhed with animating 
ſources of conſolation from the perſuaſion that 
his times are in the hand of GOD from the 
view of the important bleſſings which his mu- 
nificent goodneſs, now ſo generouſly beſtows— 
but, eſpecially, from the glorious promiles of 
unmingled and everlaſting happinels ſo fully afcer- 
tained by the reſurrection of Chriſt from the dead'. 
B 2 53 By 


* Pſalm xxxi. 15. b 1 Peter i. 3, 4. 7+ 


4 The CuRISTIAN LIE SUPPORTED 


By the unremitting energy of divine protection 
we, my brethren, ſurvive the concluſion of 
another year: and, thus a new portion of time, 
as an aditional talent for uſeful ſevice to GOD 
and men commenceth on this day ; and to every 
ſerious enquiry in what manner this valuable 
donation may be improved to the beſt advantage, 
the genuine dictates of a good conſcience will ſoon 
give a ſatisfactory anſwer, 

Upon a proper recollection and review, it will 
be evident, that many perſons who began the lalt 
year together with us, ſome perhaps with more 
ſelf-flattering preſages of continued life and 
health from the apprehended vigor and {ſtrength 
of their conſtitutions; yet, how fallacious the de- 
pendence ! before the cloſe of the year, they fini- 
ſhed the courſe of probationary life, and were re- 
moved by death into the inviſible and eternal 
world. And as fimilar events may juſtly be ex- 
pected by ſome of us here aſſembled, what ſubject 
can be more proper for our meditation, than the 
declaration, That“ HERE we have noTa continuing 
City, but we ſeek one to come *,” 

From the teſtimony of ſacred ſcripture as well 
as from our own obſervation and experience, we 
may derive full conviction of the vanity and in- 
ſufficiency of all earthly objects to render us truly 
and durably happy. How ardently then ſhould 
we contemplate and deſire thoſe ſources of felicity 
which are celeſtial and eternal! Since, by the 
| goſpel 
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The full emphaſis of the ſentiment conveyed by the expreſ- 
fion ſeems to be That the city of Jeruſalem was at that time 
ſo near its 3 deſolation, that chriſtians could not 
juſtly regard it as capable of AY them with a ſettled 
manſion ; but with ardent expectation did ſeek and firive to 
obtain a future and eternal inheritance, | | 
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goſpel of Cuxisr, we have the proſpect and 
promiſe of the ſublimeſt bleſſings, ſurely their 
unrivalled excellency and unlimited duration 
juſtly demand and deſerve our deciſive preference, 
and unwearied purſuit, With minds intenſely 
fixed on objects of ſuch delightful expectation 
let our affections be detached from every inter- 
fering ſcene of deluſive enjoyment, that by a 
patient continuance in well doing, we may ſeek 
tor glory, honour, and immortality, and obtain 
eternal life ©. 

Such habitual diſpoſitions and animated purſuits 
as theſe, were the genuine characteriſtics of thoſe 
primitive Chriſtians in Judea, to whom the 
deſcription in our text had a primary and direct 
reference, With diſtinguiſhing patience and for- 
titude they endured the diſtreſſing ſeverities, by 
which unbelievers or apoſtates had endeavoured 
to pervert them from the truth, and draw off 
their attention from the enlivening proſpects of 
the goſpel. To prevent the fatal effects of de- 
ſerting the glorious cauſe of chriſtianity, they are 
earneltly intreated to perſiſt in their attachment 
to Cnalsr, and his religion, and thus maintain 
a proper conſiſtency and dignity of character; 
to look unto Irsus, the author, the finiſher, and 
rewarder of the faith, who for the joy that was 
ſet before him, endured the croſs, deſpiſing the 
ſhame, and is now lo highly exalted at the right 
hand of the throne of G O D®, 

From their being certified of the perfect ability 
of CHRIST to ſupport them during the ſevereſt 
trials of their faith, and abundantly reward their 
fidelity and perſcverance, they were juſtified in 

the 
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the determined reſolution to relinquiſh every 
proſpect of advantage irom the legal diſpenſation, 
and to rely with undiverted hope, upon the pe- 
culiar promiſes of the goſpel of CHRISTHNH; that 
new and better covenant ſo firmly eſtabliſhed 
upon better promiſes; he having obtained eter- 
nal redemption . Thus animated by the moſt 
encouraging hopes, they are exhorted to go forth 
to him without the camp—without the gates of 
the city of Jeruſalem, where he himſelf had mer 
with the moſt diſgraceful inſults from malicious 
enemies. Such reſolution would give undoubted 
proof that they were not aſhamed of bearing re- 
proach like their divine Maſter, and upon bis 
account ?. The real motives and reaſons of their 
acting in this manner may be thus ſtated and 
aſſigned—* For HERE we have vor 2a city that 
will continue, but we ſeek a city, which, when 
we gain the poſſeſſion of it, will yield a ſettled 
manſion for us for ever,” 

The truth of the caſe was—they had not any 
foundation for the hope of enjoying perfect hap- 
pineſs HERE, in any earthly city, or place what- 
ſoever; they had very different apprehenſions of 
things: and were engaged in the purſuit of 
ſuperior objects, fully perſuaded of the certainty 
of divine promiſes. The expreſs predictions of 
Cnr1sT aſſured them“, that Jeruſalem, the place 
formerly appointed for the tacrifices preſcribed 
by the law, was devoted to deſtruction, and 
would ſoon become utterly unfit for a fixed 
reſidence for ſacrificial offerings, or a ſafe habi- 
tation, By the ſure word of propheſy they were 
inſtructed co withdraw their deſires and hopes 

from 
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from temporary and periſhing objects, and to 
aſpire after bleſſings divine and eternal, refying 
with exulting expectations, on the firm baſis © 
immutable veracity, and omnipotent goodneſs. 
They had already experienced the all-ſupporting 
energy of divine promiſes under various afflic- 
tions; and fo reviving were the confolations of 
the religion of CRF aſſured to ,thofe who 
ſhovid be called to fuffer, according to the will 
ot GOD, for righteouſneſs ſake, that even in 
the view of ſuch diſcouraging incidents, oy 
were encouraged to rejoice in being partakers of 
Cnxisr's ſufferings ; becauſe when his glory ſhall 
be revealed, they ſhall be glad with exceeding 
= py” 5 8 
g In this extenſive exhibition of the ſubje& thus 
introduced and explained, let us take an impartial 
view, \ Das 
Fixsx, of the fluctating condition, of Chrif. 
tians during the preſent ſtate of precarious exiſtence 
and temporary poſſeſſion. enn 
SECONDLY, Let us inculcate thoſe duties which 
the goſpel of Cux ir hath enjoined for alleviating 
the afflictions of the preſent life, and obtaining 
the bleſſings of everlaſting felicity. | 
By a ſerious recollection of the different branches 
of diſcourſe, we may be enabled to make ſuch 
ern reflexions as will be ſubſervient to our 
beſt intereſts, as well as adapted to the preſent 
_ occaſion, | = 
Upon the plan of inſtruction now delineated 
our attention is directed to real matters of fact, 
relating to the primitive Chriſtians and the ſenti- 
ments they had of their condition, during this life; 
which aſcertain the retolutions and meaſures they 
| determined 
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determined to adhere to, in the proſpect of com- 
plete happineſs hereafter. Let us then take a 
ſerious and impartial view. 

Fist, of the fluctuating condition of Chriſtians 
during the preſent ſtate of precarious exiſtence and 
temporary poſſeſſion, In the reſidence aſſigned 
them, they have an unſettled and tranſitory 
manſion ; their ſituations, perſons, connexions, 
properties and purſuits are ſubject to a variety 
of changes. | 
. . Theſe aſſertions do not only correſpond with 
the circumſtances of Chriſtians in general, and 
molt eminently with their's who ſuffer perſecution 


for their ſteady adherence to true religion; but 


are alſo really deſcriptive of the general ſtate of all 
rſons in their different ſituations and ſucceſſions. 
Their condition is ſubject to various revolutions 
and changes. Their elevations and dejections, 
their ſenſations of pleaſure and pain, their hopes 
and fears frequently change, and their bodily 
conſtitutions are frail and mortal. 
It may be requiſite for our attaining juſt ap- 
rehenſions of theſe truths, to introduce ſome 
1 of them, with reſpect to the caſe of 
nations and kingdoms, and the revolutions and 
changes to which they have been ſubject:— 
from a view of the contingencies affecting human 
life as to particular perſons and families in the ſue- 
ceſſive ſcenes of proſperity and affliction — and 
finally from contemplating the appearances and 
changes which diverſify human lite in ſeveral ſea- 
ſons and periods, during the progreſſive, declining 
and concluding ſtages of it, from the firſt ſignals 
of vital exiſtence and activity, to the laſt ſtruggles 
of expiring nature. 
5 I. From 
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I. From a ſurvey of the caſe of nations 
and kingdoms, in different countries and ages, | 
the truth of theſe obſervations may be fully con- — 
firmed and properly illuſtrated, from the authentic | 
reports of hiſtory, The accounts of the riſe and 
fall, the progreſſive advancement, the gradual or 
ſudden declenſion, and the total diflolution of 
ſeveral kingdoms and empires, recorded in the 
{criptures, furniſh affecting evidences. Some of 
theſe have been much celebrated for the extenſive 
territory, and vaſt property of their rulerg—the 
magnificence and ſplendor of their palaces, tne 
oreat abundance of their riches, the numerous 
itanding armies which they employed for ſupport- 
ing their uſurpations upon the unalienable rights 
of their wretched ſubjects, and as the fatal inſtru- 
ments of executing the molt execrable ſchemes of 

tyrannical oppreſſion. Such were the terrific 
complexions and characters of the deſpotic poſ- 
ſelſois of the Aſſyrian, Egyptian, Chaldean, 
Perſian and other monarchies, which, for 3 
ſcaſon, were ſupreme and independent.—Such 
alſo were many of thoſe tyrants who preſided in 
] the ſubordinate dominions of Edom, Moab, 
| Syria, Iſrael and Judah. Illuſtrations may be 
oven of like events in other nations in different 
| parts of the world, which cannot in this diſcourſe 
be particularly deſeribed. But to what mortitying 
| revolutions and diſgraceful wretchedneſs were 
| many of thoſe haughty tyrants juſtly ſubjected! 
| They aſſumed the ſeat of arbitrary domination, 
and purſued unobſtructed the dictates of lawleſs 
ambition, and rapacious avarice; while many 
; thouſands of their oppreſſed vaſſals groaned under 
the deteſted preſſure of the baſeft ſervitude. At 
| length the meaſure of TT of thoſe uſurpers 
Was 
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was full; when the mutability of their exalted 
power was apparent; their aſpiring pretenſions were 
ſubverted by reſiſtleſs invaders of their dominions; 
tempted by ſome inviting incidents, to diſpoſſcis 
them of the property which they had acquired by 
violence, and abuſed by a ſeries of cruel oppreſ- 
ſions— Thus the arrogance of boaſtful tyrants was 
humbled and ſupprefled ; and they were reduced 
to the moſt abject ſtate of contempt and indigence, 
In conſequence of theſe reyolutions, the domi- 
nions of thoſe princes who were diſcarded,  cxiled 
or deſtroyed, were alienated and transferred trom 
one ſet of proprietors to another. So that thoſe 


diſtricts which had been diſtinguiſhed by the nu- 


merous capital cities and principe towns, where 
the inhabitants  enjoycd the molt convenient and 
delightful habitations, were rendered altogether 
unfit to be mai ſions of ſettled and fate abode, 

II. There are alſo uſeful: admonitions from 
the variable condition of thoſe families, which 
have paſſed under ſome remarkable trials; 
by the ſucceſſive icenes of proſperity and afflic+ 
tion. Some we obſerve paſs from one condition to 
another by ſudden and unexpected changes 
others by a more ſlow and gradual courſe. We 
behold them for a while groveling and embaraſſed 
in lower ranks and claties; afterwards they aſ- 
cend to feats of higher diſtinction and eminence. 
But how uncertain, their elevation! how tranſient 
their grandeur !—either themſelves, or ſome of 


their immediate deſcendants, by unforeſeen dil- 


afters or loſſes, return to their priſtine abſcurity, 
While others, who by the advantages reſulting 
from native poſſeſſion ſeemed to open a proſpect of 
more durable property, either by the violence or 
intrigues of enemies, by the inſidious counſels of 

pretended 
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pretended friends; or by their own irregular conduct, 
have met with the moſt grievous diſappointments ; 
and have fallen from affluence to the diſtreſſes 
of poverty and miſery too late diſcerning, and 
lamenting with unavailing regret and remorſe, 
the diſaſtrous iſſue of their own thoughtleſs indo- 
lence, or precipitate refolutions—or their unhappy 


connexions, and the pernicious advice of their 
deceptious favourites and flatterers. 

Connected with theſe are ſome other ſources 
of fluctuation and reduction, which point out the 
great importance of perpetual vigilance and 
caution. Pride, obſtinacy and idleneſs, are the 
apparent cauſes of wretchednels to ſome: Luxury 
riot, extravagance, and gaming, are the baneful 
engines of degradation and deſtruction to others. 
Thus, with compaſſion or diſguſt we ſee intro- 
duced various fituations and characters in public 
communities, in lefler ſocieties, in private fami- 
lies, and the individuals of which they conſiſt. 

III. In purſuing our inquiries into the changes 
that occur, we are led to remark ſome of them 
which diverſify the ſtate of human life in it's 
different ages, ſeaſons, and periods, during the 
progreſſive, declining and concluding ſtages of ir, 
from the firſt ſignals of vital exiſtence and activity, 
to the Jaſt ſtruggles of expiring nature. 

In infancy and childhood, how tender and 
feeble the animal frame! how liable to {ſuffer and 
fink under the preſſure of various diſeaſes and 
caſualties! How conſiderable a part of theſe enter 
into life, who are brought to the concluſion of 
it before they attain to a rational ſenſe of their 
dependence, and obligations to the ſupreme 
Author and Preſerver of life! How many of them 
exiſt only for ſome few days, and are full of trouble. 
e 2 The 
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The frail and helpleſs mortal cometh forth as a 
flower, and is cut down; he fleeth alſo as a ſhadow 
and continueth not*. What affecting inſtances are 
daily given of ſuch ſhort duration and tranſitory lifel 
By the aſſaults of ſickneſs, painful obſtructions and 
fatal diſaſters, in growing life, what premature 
removals from the delighted affections and fond 
careſſes of their parents and friends, pierce their 
hearts with acuteſt ſenſations of grief and an- 
guiſh! What a multiplicity and variety of diſap- 
pointments as to continued health and life during 
the ſeaſons of ſprightly vigorous youth, and the 
2 firm conſtitutions of man in his beſt 
eſtate! What ſudden extinctions of life in the 
imagined poſſeſſion of unimpaired health and 
active power! How pertinent and awakening the 
admonition of the wiſe man! Boaſt not thyſelf 
of to-morrow ; for thou knoweſt not what a day 
may bring forth". Thou knoweſt not in what 
ſituation or condition, thou ſhalt be on the mor- 
row. That fealon May never come unto thee. 
Amidſt the millions of perſons exiſting, in this 
world, this moment, to many hundreds, if not 
to many thouſands that ſeaſon WILL NEVER COME; 
From the foregoing obſervations, how evident 
that the condition of all perſons, even of the belt 
Chriſtians while in their paſſage through the journey 
of life, is ſubject to a gleomy variety of changes 

and trials, 5 
But theſe obſervations are more eſpecially ex- 
emplified in the caſe of many diſciples of CHRIS, 
as well as thoſe who are referred to in various paſ- 
ſages of this epiſtle. We have explicit accounts of 
ſome of the perſecutions which they endured 
through the malice of their enemies, They were 
often 


8 Job xiv. 1, 2. Jam. iv. 13, 14. Prov, xxvii. 1. 
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often deprived not only of the conveniencies and 
comforts, but alſo of the common neceſſaries of 
life—afflicted with the acute ſenſations of pain 
from hunger, thirſt and want of apparel—driven 
from their families and friends, from city to city, 
not knowing where to gain a ſafe retreat from the 
inſults of rage and violence. —obliged to ſuffer the 
loſs and ſpoiling of their goods—and even con- 
demned to bonds, impriſonment and death *, In 
ſuch ſhocking ſcenes of cruel torture were ful- 
filled the predictions of their divine maſter, to 
his apoſtles, that the time cometh, when their 


furious perſecutors would think that by killing 


them, they did G OD ſervice k. 


From a careful review of what hath been ob- 


ſerved, relating to the ſhort uncertain duration of 
the preſent lite, and the various afflitions and 


trials by which it is ſo often diſtreſſed, ſeveral: 
important principles of inſtruction and admo- 


nition are ſuggeſted to us. 
How deeply impreſſed upon our hearts ſhould 


be our ſentiments of gratitude and affection to 


GOD, our almighty preferver and benefactor. 


By his conſtant protection we eſcape thole cala-' 


mities which prove fatal to others ; our lives are 
preſerved, the ſupports of life continued, and 
the preceding year crowned with loving kindneſs 
and tender mercies. The vigilant inſpection and 
kind interpolitions of divine providence ſhould 
excice unfeigned thankſgivings and praiſes to the 
father of our ſpirits, and the G O D of our lives, 
whoſe viſitation preſerveth our ſpirits, and whoſe 
everdiffufive and unexhauſted bounty ſupplieth all 
our wants, He gives us our talents; his wiſdom 
aſſigns our ſituation, and appoints our trials; con- 
tinuing 
i Heb. x. 32—37. 2 Cor. iv. 8—12. ix, 2327. 1 Joha 
xri. 2. 
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tinuing, enlarging or contracting the time of ou 
exiſtence, and the ſphere of our action and in- 
fluence . 1 
Hence we may diſcern, with what unmurmur- 
ing patience and calm reſignation it becomes us 


to acquieſce in the divine appointment of all our 
afflictions. If the whole duration of life be confined 


within a contracted ſeaſon, our afflictions cannot 


be of long continuance; and the more humble and 
patient we are While we are exerciſed with ſor- 
row, the brighter will be our proſpects of having 
ſuitable conſolation communicated to us, While 
thoſe forrows laſt, and the removal of them in 
due ſeaſon aſcertained, We may with perfe& 
ſatisfaction depend upon the reviving aſſurances 
that the ſufferings of the preſent time are unworthy 
to be compared with the glory which ſhall be re- 
revealed —that all things work together for 
good to them that love G OD, and that the light 


affliction, which is but for a moment, worketH 


for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory“ — with what elevated hope may 
ſincere Chriſtians anticipate the ſeaſon when the 
trial of their faith ſhall be found unto praiſe; and 
honour, and glory, at the appearing of Jesvs 
CurisT®. 

We are further inſtructed by a conviction of 
the uncertain continuance of human life, and the 
afflictions which often diſtreſs it, to exert the greateſt 
diligence in improving it. A talent ſo important 
hath been committed to our truſt, that by having 
a conſtant regard to the glory of GOD, in a 
faithful diſcharge of religious duties—in bene vo- 

| | lens 
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lent offices to our fellow creatures, and cultivat- 
ing all the diſpoſitions and habits of perſonal an 
ſocial virtue, we may be accepted in the day 
final retribytion, as wiſe and good ſtewards of the 
manifold grace of G © D?. .. How awakening 
the admonicion and charge of the royal preacher, 
and how anxioys ſhould we all be to feel the 
conſtant influence of it? Whatſcever thy han 
findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there 
is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor 
wiſdlom in the grave whither thou goeſt*, With 
what fidelity and zeal ſhould we adopt the reſo- 
lution, and follow the example of our divine 


maſter? I muſt work the works of him that 


ſent me while it is day, the night cometh when no 


man can work ? And is not the work to which our 


principa and undiverted , attention ſhould be 
directed, +ecommended under the idea of SEEK+< 


ING to Stain the unalienable poſſeſſion of a 


heavenly manſion, in the kingdom and preſence 
of GOD? Such are the ſentiments: and reſo» 
lutions which all ſincere Chriſtians profeſs when 
they declare, Hers we hive xor a continuing 
city, but we SEEK one to come,” We therefore 
proceed, | | 
SECONDLY, to inculcate thoſe duties which the 
goſpel of Chriſt hath injoined for alleviating the 
afflictions of the preſent life, and obtaining the 
bleſſings of an 13 felicity. That we 
be fully apprized of the abſolute neceſſity = 
acting in this manner, let us 
I. Conſider the peculiar excellency of the celeſtial 
bleſſings, which, in purſuance of divine promiles, 
and depending, on divine aſſiſtance, we. are en- 
un couraged 


* 1 Pet. iv, 10. v Fecles, ix. 10. John ix. 4. 


cannot deceive; and therefore will never with-hold 
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couraged to ſeek, and ſhould inceſſantly endea- 


vour to obtain. 


II. Let us reſolve to purſue thoſe meaſures 
which we believe will be ſuhſervient and effectua 
to W eee poſſeſſion of thoſe bleſſings. 

I. We are briefly to delineate ſome of the pe- 
culiar excellencies of the celeſtial inheritance 
which Chriſtians are encouraged to expect, directed 
to ſeek, and ſhould inceſſantly labor to obtain; 
which, in the general, are the perfect reverſe of 
thoſe qualities which degrade the preſent ſtate of 


precarious exiſtence and temporary poſſeſſion. 


The knowledge of it is ſolely derived from di- 
vine revelation; that ſacred repoſitory of exceed- 
ing great and precious promiſes of the riches of 
divine grace, and the inexhauſtible treaſures of 
eternal glory! That we may be enabled'to form 


| ſome juſt apprehenſions of the objectꝭ 5” elevated 


expectation and deſire, we are to give the cloſeſt 
attention to the declarations and promiſes of GOD, 
in his word. But in order to obviate and prevent 
all wrong conceptions, we ſhould remember, tha 

thoughthe magnificent deſcriptions of ph 
language, and figurative expreſſion, will not admit 
of a literal and rigid conſtruction, we ſhould receive 
them as conveying the moſt certain aſſurance, that 
the treaſures and glories of the heavenly ſtare, are of 
ineſtimable worth, and permanent excellency, and 
fitted, by divine appointment, to impart the moſt 


_ Exalted, refined, and exquiſite ſatisfactions. 


The promiſes of GOD, which aſcertain the per- 
petual felicity of the righteous, give an immovable 
ſtability to our faith and hope, ariſing from the 
convistive evidence, that it is the promiſe of that 
GOD of unalterable truth and faithfulneſs, who 


the 


C 
) 
| 
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the poſſeſſion of what he-hath promiſed from thoſe 
to whom the promiſes have been made. Theſe 


promiſes are exhibited in magnificent deſcriptions - 


and animated metaphors, in a revelation by meſſen- 
gers from heaven, authenticated by the united at- 
teſtation of miracles and propheſies of uncontrol- 
led miracles, really performed by divine interpoſition 
and energy, to give a proper ſanction to the miſſion 
of Cur1sT ; and propheſies in different and ſucceſ- 
five periods of time, which were literally and fully 
2ccompliſhed in him. 

Let us take a ſurvey of ſome of thoſe deſcriptions 
which are deſigned to eſtabliſh our hopes in theſe 
promiſes of divine favor, In thoſe deſcriptions 
are included all the various ſources of dignity and 
honour, delight and glory, which are connected 
with the idea of a city, a kingdom, a throne and a 
crown—4 The kingdom of heaven, and of GOD; 
the throne of Cag1sT, and a crown of life, righte- 
ouſneſs and glory which it is the province of CyrisT 
to beſtow—together with all the peculiar immu- 
nities and privileges clonie to the inhabitants 
of mount Sion, the city o 
heavenly Jeruſalem, wherein reſide an innume- 


rable company, or myriads of angels, with whom. 


are intimately connected and affociated in indiſ- 
ſoluble bonds of affection, and the intercourſes of 
ſocial harmony and friendſhip, the general aſſem- 
bly and church of the firſt born which are written 
in hraven, and the ſpirits of juſt men made per- 
fect, having obtained the propitious ſentence 
of approbauon from F the judge of all, 

| and 


Mat. xili. 43. xxv. 34. 46, 2 Theſ. i. 3. 2 Tim. iv. 
9. Heb, ix. 18. xli. 22-24. James. ii. 5, 2 Pet. j. 11. Rev, 
ii. 10. iii. 21, ee 


the living GOD, the 


—— — —— — 
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and the reviving plaudit of Jeſus the mediator. of 
the new covenant, — =o 

Poſſeſſed of thoſe encouraging aſſurances of 
divine benevolence, the faithful ſervants of GOD 
are enabled to extend their views. of acceptance to 
the judgment ſeat of CHRIST, and anticipate the 
bleſſings then to be revealed and conferred on all 
who are ſanctified by faith in CHRIST. For in 
the day of ſtrict impartial ſcrutiny and final retri- 
bution, by irrevocable deciſion, they will be ad- 
Judged to the poſſeſſion of joy unſpeakable in an 
inheritance worthy of the unbounded effential 
benignity of the GOD of all grace, and the Father 
| of infinite majeſty and mercy. Thoſe amazing 
j profuſions of everlaſting, ſpontaneous, unmerited 
| and unſolicited goodneſs, are aſcertained by the 
l . blood of the everlaſting covenant, and will be 
immediately conferred by the mediatorial inter- 
[ vention and miniſtry of Jesvs the ſavior and 
j judge. How exalted and inconceivable. the 
f bleſſings to be enjoyed in the kingdom and pre- 
1 ſence of GOD and the Laws ! An inheritance, of 
which incorruptibility, perpetual purity, and 
ever-radiant glory, .are the diſtinguiſhing and 
| eſſential conſtituent qualities. By virtue of ſuch 
| promiſes, as theſe, the deſtined proprietors and poſ- 
| ſeſſors of the heavenly manſions, will be inveſted 


with every qualification eſſentially pre-requiſite to 
to the fruition of that moſt munificent gift of GOD, 
which is eternal life, through Jzsvs CHRIST our 

Lord, | 
In attempting to form diſtin and adequate 
ideas of theſe ſublime ſignals of perfect felicity, we 
find our beſt capacities fo greatly depreſſed by 
various infirmities, as to be totally inſufficient, For 
eye 

1 Peter i, 4. 


/ 
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eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither have 
entered into the heart of man, the things which 
G OD hath prepared for them that love him. 
But their undoubted certainty, their unrivalled per- 
fection and endleſs duration, GOD hath revealed in 
his goſpel by his Spirit. From the dictates of all 
perte& wiſdom, and the. oracles of eternal truth; 
we derive the higheſt encouragements to SEEK them. 

How infinitely defirable the pleaſures of a life 
of perfect happineſs and glory, abſolutely exempted 
from every circumſtance and ſenſation that is de- 
jecting, diſagreeable or languid connected with 
every object, perception and advantage, neceſſary 
to render it a perpetual ſpring of refined and ex- 
quiſite ſatisfaction and tranſport. All the ſources 
of it's external ſplendor and internal delight, are 
permanent, exhilarating, and everlaſting. Such are 
the ſignals of divine love, towards them who 
truly fear, who ſincerely love, and highly honour, 
and faithfully ſerve and obey the everbleſſed 
GOD ; who keep the commandments, and imitate 
the example of Jzsvs, the author of eternal ſal- 
vation. And unutterably bleſſed muſt they be, who 
by the promiſes of a divine covenant, have right to 
the tree of life, and with triumphant joy will enter in 
through the gates into the city, which hath foun- 
dations, whoſe builder and maker is GOD. 

Such ineſtimable ſignals and ſources of bleſſed- 
neſs, naturally excite anxious enquiry, what diſ- 
poſitions and qualifications will conſtitute the 
meetneſs for being partakers of the inheritance of 
the ſaints 1n light. 

It is of the higheſt importance to the acquiſition 
of the object of our wiſhes, to be fully ſatisfied 

what 


«1 Cor. ii. 9, 10. Rev. xxli. 14. Heb, xi. 10. 
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what meaſures have been explicitely preſcribed by 
him, from whoſe unmerited benignity, the 
promiſe of this inheritance is ſolely derived ; and 
by the unalterable deciſion of whoſe truth and 
rectitude, it will be finally conferred. | 
The proſpe& of poſſeſſion originates from the 
divine promiſes; and the ſanctions of divine 
authority, confirmed by the ſtipulations of 
the everlaſting covenant, have aſcertained the real 
meetneſs for the fruition of eternal felicity. 
The poſſeſſion therefore is abſolutely reſtricted and 
appropriated to them who are ſanct ified by faith 
in CHRIST.“ } | 
By an unbiaſſed attention to the precepts of 
the divine oracles, we may clearly diſcern the 
eſſential characters of thoſe who will have an en- 


trance miniſtered to them into the everlaſting 


kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
CHk1sT : and what are the real incapacities which 


will certainly diſqualify for admiſſion. How 


deciſive the order for the perpetual excluſion of 
the unrighteous, irreligious, profane, debauched, 
and profligate of the different claſſes and diſtinc- 
tions; in which the unclean of every ſpecies of 
deteſtable impurity are proſcribed as the objects of 
divine rejection and abhorrence, In this judg- 
ment of incapacitating diſability, are regiſtered, in 
characters of indelible infamy, .idolaters, blaſphe- 
mers, perjured perſons, murderers, lyars, extorti- 
oners, unclean, covetous, drunkards, and revilers ; 
of all ſuch degenerate and polluted impenitents it is 
expreſly declared, in reiterated ſentences of condem- 
nation, that they ſhall never inherit the kingdom 
of CaHRrIsT and of GOD”. But to thoſe i 
whic 


» AQts xxvi. 18. 1 Cor. v. 11. vi. 9, 10. Gal. v. 19, 
20, 21. Epb. V. 5 x Phil, 2 11. Col. Ill. 5 —8. Heb. XII. 
32-17. Rev. xxi. 27. xxli. 15. 


which are the reverſe of thoſe tranſgreſſors, where 


faith, probity, and purity, arifing from the fear 


and love of GOD, are habitual qualities; where 
the orhamental graces of piety, righteouſneſs, bene- 
volence, compaſſion, mercy, gentleneſs, and cha- 
rity, are the conſpicuous authentic ſignals of the 
fruits of the ſpirit, and the fruits of righteouſneſs, 
the hopes of ſure poſſeſſion are eſtabliſhed. In ſuch 
amiable diſpoſitions of piety and virtue are empha- 
tical evidences that we approve the things that are 
excellent, with a fervent deſire and hope that we 
may be ſincere, and without offence till the day of 
Car1sT; and be preſented faultleſs before the pre- 
ſence of his glory, with exceeding joy.” | 


Our profeſſed regard for CHRIS, our external 


character, and relation to him, as his diſciples, 
united to him by faith and love, inculcate our 
indiſpenſable obligation to walk worthy of that 
holy and glorious vocation wherewith we are call- 
ed, as heirs of GOD and joint heirs with CRRIST ; 
who have determined, as candidates for glory, 
and expectants of the celeſtial inheritance, to 
walk in the preſcribed path of uniform, univer- 
ſal, and perſevering obedience, by a patient con- 
tinuance in well doing, ſeeking for glory, honor, 
immortality, and eternal life. 

But 


y Final perſeverance in the chriſtian life and warfare, and 
victory over our ſpiritual enemies are required as neceſſary 
to our admiſſion into the heavenly inheritance, and receivin 
the crown of life and r:ghieouſneſs. The figurative x vhs 
ſions in ſcripture, ſeem to allude to the cuſtom of ſuſpending 
the diſpoſal of the premial coronet at the olympic conteſts, 
till the claims of the rival candidates had been impartially 
diſcuſſed, and equitably decided.  A8anrar rrpany ou 
a hie. Ni a «yanoapiou, x 1 ind zvTEi,* our 
al Teig avant Ta rnTIpLe Tow Cee eres Tor Gion UF apyit, 
Plutarch. 
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But this may remind us of the diſtinguiſhing 
Characteriſtic of chriſtians, who transfer their 
attention and deſires from earthly ſcenes of preſent 
tranſient and temporary poſſeſſion, to the exalted 
hopes of future and eternal happineſs; 85 

In proſpect of this ſtate of conſummate bleſſed- 
neſs, as à prize of ineſtimable value, we are 
commanded to exert our utmoſt reſolution, dili- 
gence and zeal—1n oppoſition to every interfering 
difficulty and diſcouragement, from affliction, the 
corruptions of the world, the luſts of the fleſh, 
the captivating devices and ſnares of the devil, 
the diſſatisfy ing objects of ignoble ambition, the 
airy bubbles of ſecular diſtinctions of honor, and the 
degrading idols of inſatiable avarice. That this re- 
ſiſtance of temptations may be effectual, we humbly 

ray and hope that the grace of Cnaisr will 
ſufficient for our protection, and his ſtrength 
rendered illuſtrious in our weak neſo - being fully 
perſuaded that we ſhall eſcape every danger, by 
the guardian care of the captain of our ſalvation, 
who was himſelf made perfect through ſufferings ; 
and being made perfect, is become the author 
of eternal ſalvation to all them that obey him', 
How indubitable the benediction! and how in- 
vigorating the promiſe !—Bleflcd are the pure in 
heart, for they ſhall ſee GOD; Bleſſed are they 
that do his commandments, that they may have 
RIGHT to the tree of life, and enter in through the 
gates into the city, To him that overcometh, will 
I grant to SIT WITH ME IN MY THRONE, even as 
I alſo overcame, and am ſet down with My Fa- 
THER IN HIS THRONE*, Theſe are the gracious 
promiles of Car1sT to all his faithful perſevering 

ſervants. | 
The 


2 Rom. viii. 335—39. 22 Cor. xii. 9. » Heb, v. 8, 9. 
© Mat. v. 8. Rev. xxii. 14. Rev. iii. 21. 
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The path of duty, by which, thoſe eminent wor- 
thies, who are inrolled in heaven, have ſhewn us, 
how we may certainly obtain the heavenly in- 
heritance, is fairly delineated in the ſublime 
principles of faith and hope, which they adopted, 
and the ſteady practice of thoſe excellent virtues 
which they exerciſed with ſuch fortitude, patience 
integrity, and perſeverance. 2 

f you enquire what were the operative ſources 
of their belief and expectation, you are aſſured by 
our apoſtle—T hat they believed the exiſtence, per · 
fections and providence of GO, and truſted in 
his promiſes, as the rewarder of them that diligent- 
ly ſeek him.s And their continual diligence and 
ative zeal in ſeeking and ſerving GOD, were 
manifeſted by a ſtrict obſervance of all di- 
vine inſtitutions. They were perſuaded of his 
incircling preſence and protection, in all contin» 
gencies of difficulty and danger appointed for 
them; they endured, as ſeeing him that is in- 
vilible, and had a conſtant reſpect to the recom- 

ence of reward, Thus they lived and died in 
faith. not having received, in their full and final 
effects, the promiſes; but having ſeen them afar 
off, were fully perſuaded of their certainty and 
excellency, they embraced them as anticipating 
pledges of their being perfectly accompliſhed 
in the proper ſeaſon ; for which they waited with 
unmurmuring patience, and elevated expectation; 
and confeſſed that they were ſtrangers and pilgrims 
on the earth. 

By the influence of ſuch excellent principles 
and motives as theſe, Abel, Enoch, Noah, 
Abraham, and other patriarchs, his deſcendents, 
who were heirs with him of the ſame promiſes, 
upported 


Heb. xi. 1,2, 6.1016, 26, 21-33, 
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ſupported their dependence upon GOD. Their 
avowed principles and motives wereteſtified by their 
undiſmayed refolution, and faithful performance 
of every known duty, animated by the power of 
divine promiſes, and they teach us to abandon every 
ſymptom of indolence and floth, that by faith 
and patience, we may inherit the promiſes; 


having run with approbation and acceptance the 


race that was ſet before us.“ 


Their acknowledged diſpoſitions and conduct 


may aſſure us, that they believed the divine pro- 
miſes ; and furniſh moſt certain evidences of their 
ſecure dependence upon GOD, for all thoſe conſo- 
lations and ſupports which were requiſite for their 
obtaining the ſummit of their fondeſt wiſhes; 
which would be conſummated only by the ever- 
laſting poſſeſſion of what they eſteemed as their 
beft portion and higheſt happineſs This they 
preferred to every earthly poſſeſſion or proſpect, 
as things of inferior value; diſappointing in trui- 
tion, as well as precarious and tranſient in their ex- 
iſtence and duration, 

From the ſtrong convictions which we have of 
their excellency, and that they are eſſential to 
our everlaſting felicity, our ſerious thoughts and 
meditations will be frequently and affectionately 
fixed upon them; and we ſhould contemplate with 
gratitude and joy our obligations to the infinite 
goodneſs of that GOD who hath called us to the 
hopes of his eternal glory by CarsT Jesvs, 
Hence we are allo inſtructed to commit ourſelves 


to the direction of Jesvs, as our infallible guide 


to eternal lifez by whoſe goſpel all theſe exceeding 
great and precious promiſes have been fully reveal- 
cd, and by whoſe perſonal agency the final poſ- 

| ſeſſion 


e Heb, vi. 12. xii. 1. f 1 Pet. v. 10: 
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ſeſñon of them will be conferred. - Inſtructed by 
theſe principles of infallible truth, and animated 

by theſe ſublime proſpects, let us "IP 
II. Reſolve to purſue thoſe meaſures, which 
we believe will be ſubſervient and effectual to the 

felicitating poſſeſſion of thoſe bleſſings. 
This is repreſented by the apoſtle as the habitual 
and unwearied purſuit of thoſe chriſtians, who 
were perſuaded that they had not HERE a City of 
ſettled habitation ; to SEEK that which was to come, 
was their ſteady reſolution, and continual practice. 
Comparing the avowed conduct of thoſe chriſtians, 
with the diſpoſitions and reſolutions of their pious 
anceſtors, the patriarchs ſo juſtly applauded, in 
the eleventh chapter of this epiſtle, it will be evi- 
dent, that they all proceeded upon the ſame excel. 
lent plan, and were governed by the commanding 
influence of faith and hope in GOD's promiſes : 
upon this account he earneſtly recommends an uni- 
form and univerſal conformity to ſuch meaſures, 
by a conſtant imitation of their conduct, whoſe 
benevolent attention and liberal diſtributions in be- 
half of their perſecuted brethren, would certainly 
vive them, in due —_— an eminent and * 
are 


„The deſcription the apoſtle gives of the afſeRionate zeal 


ard ardor, and perſevering piety of the primitive expeQants 
of the celeſtial city, is fitted to give us a juſt idea of the diſtin- 
guiſhing excellency of the duty of $EEKING to obtain it. 
Such is the ſtriking propriety and energy of the language, in a 
connected view and arrangement of forcible exprethon, as to 
exhibit a moſt animating con viction, with what abſolute de- 
pendence on the divine veracity and faithfulneſs, they main- 
:ained the higheſt eſteem, and moſt fervent deſires of the bleſ- 
ings promiſed ; and what diligent and cheerful endeavors, 
they exerted, as the ſettled conditions of obtaining them They 
e deſcribed as ardently SKIN 2 
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ſhare of divine bleſſings. How forcible the conſider. 
ation which he urgetrh—*< GOD is not unrighteous 
to forget your work-and labor of love; which ye 
have ſhewed towards his name, in that ye-have 
miniſtered to the sax rs, and do miniſter: and we 
deſire that Evrx Y ov of you do ſhe the ſame di- 
ligence to the full aſſurance of hope unto the end: 
that ye be not ſlothful, hut followers of them who, 
through faith and patience inherit the promiſes; 
How animating the afſurance to all, that by faith, 
patience, diligence, and by being zealous and rich 
in good works, the actual poſſeflion of the pro- 
miſed bleſſings may certainly be obtained. Let 
us take a ſhort view of thoſe excellent qualities 
which are ſo worthy of our molt folicitous attention, 
and acquiſition, | we 
I, Faith in GOD, in his perfections, providence 
promiſes and threatchings—exhibiting to the be- 
heving mind, the reality and ſubſtantial exceNency 
of the bleſſings hoped for, and is the convictive 
evidence of things not ſeen*®. By the invigorating 
energy of this faith, the chriſtian is enabled to 
overcome the world*—For he conſiders himſelf as 
* 1 Jjuſtified 


that GOD, who is the munificent rewarder of them who di- 
lIigently SEEK him ro. ex ro are Heb. xi. 6. The 
heavenly manſion was the object of their affection, and exulting 
expeQation - E tit er Fug he νẽ,Ya txobœa » TOA) eommms | 
As a ftruQture of divine coriſtitution; moſt excellent texture; 
and molt permanent duration, yer. 10. So delightful and en- 
dearing way even the diſtant proſpect, that they confeſſed 
themſeſves to be ſtrangers and pilgrims, in whatever ſituation 


they were apponted to be upon earth, as long as they were 


detained from entering into the city, prepared by GOD to be 
their appropriated aud eternal habitation— :7p3; emilyTouo: 
— ra ae yay C OEOC] cure ne,, v. 13, 14,16, 

Hebei. 10 — rz. 5 Heb! xi.t, 1 John v. 4. 
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divine favor, which it is conſiſtent. with the di- 
vine perfections to beſtow, in the propereſt ſcaſon: 
and in ſuch a degree and meaſure, as may correſ- 
pond with 4 2 views of divine wiſdom and 
rectitude. In the live + of this. truſt and 
hope in GOD, the faithful chriſtian, conſcious of 
his integrity, is led on in the path of holineſs, and 
adhering to the truth as it is in Jesvs, is ambitious, 
of adorning the doctrine of God, our Savior in all 
things“. And when afflictions and diſappointments, 
may excite anxious and diſtreſſing apprehenſions, 
the trial of ſuch a faith worketh patience... __, . 
II. The chriitian's patience is exerciſed by hum- 
ble ſubmiſſion, when ſuch occurrences interverſe,. 
that he is almoſt ready to imagine that the bleſſing, 
promiſed or expected is long delayed. = 


* 8 : 0 " 


Thus the patriarch Abraham, the father of the 
faithful, is ſer forth as aneminent pattern of patience, 
in waiting for the full accompliſhment of GOD's, 
promiſe to bleſs him and multiply him in a long, 
ſucceſſion of numerous deſcendents... And as the 
happy reſult of his entice, ſubmiſſion and firm de- 
pendence, after he had patiently. endured, he ob- 
rajned the promiſe®,, .. © | 

And indeed there are various incidents in the chriſ- 
tian life, when we have particular * need of patience 
that after we have done the will of God, we may re- 
ceive the promile".” When our Lord acquainted his 
diſciples with the certainty of approaching ſevere 
perſecution, with what tender compaſſion doth he 
tortity and prepare them for the trial? .** In your 
patience. poſſeſs ye your ſouls?,” . This is an eſ- 

| E 2 | ſential 


; Heb. x. 34—39 * Tit, ii, 1d. Jam. i. 3. ® Heb. vi. 
14, 15. * Heb. x. 36. Luke xxl. 19. | 


uſtiſied in the firmeſt reliance on every promiſe of 
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ſential ingredient in the meetneſs for the heavenly 
Felicity. By a patient continuance in well doing, 


ve are to ſeek for glory, honor and immortality, 


that we may obtain eternal life*.” © Bleſſed is the 
man that endureth temptation, for when he is tried, 
he ſhall receive the crown of life, which the Lord 

hath promiſed to them that love hima. oY 

Tothe afflifted and perſecuted chriſtians, St. James 
with particular emphaſis, inculeates a patient wait- 
ing for the coming of Chriſt, for alleviating their 
ſorrows, and rewarding their reſignation and pa- 
tience. Be ye alſo patient, ſtabhſh your hearts: 
for the coming of the Lon p draweth nigtv.. 

III. Diligence and zeal in the exerciſe of faith 
and patience, and every other virtue will eminently 
conduce to our actual poſſeſſion of the bleſſings 
which we ſeck and wiſh to obtain. The ſcenes of 
temptation and terror, in the chriſtian life and war- 
fare, are ſametimes ſo threatening, that relaxing 
floth and indolence would be peculiarly diſgrace- 
ful and pernicious. Awakened attention, watch 
fulneſs, vigorous exertion, and fervency of ſpi- 
rit, alone can eſtabliſh ſecurity againſt many inci- 
dents of danger, and occaſions of ſurprize. 

This vigilant attention to the ſtate of our 
minds, and the ſtrict regulation of our appetites and 
paſſions, ſpeech and converſation, are the proper 
preliminaries, and precautionary meaſures to enable 
us to abſtain from evil, and the appearance of it, 
and prepare us for the performance of every duty, 
and abounding in every grace and virtue*. 

Keep thy heart with all diligence, ſaith the wiſe 
man, for out of it are the iſſues of life.“ Let no 

9 5 corrupt 
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communication proceed out of your 


mouth.” © Giving all diligence to make your ca 

ing and election ſure and to be found of four 
by. Gr in youre Of hat infinite importance is it 
to our ſafety: and acceptance, that no obſtruttion to 
our hopes be derived from our own nc 


and negli ! 


IV. The conſtant and liberal excrdifs of bew | 


volent affeftion and kindneſs towards proper ob- 
jects, as ability and opportunity may concur, is al 
ſo of great i e to raiſe the character of 
chriſtians to its proper elevation and dignity. To 
this work and labor of love, all the genuine diſci- 
ples of Chriſt are earneſtly intreated to devote 
themſelves. How —_— the thought! that 
fuch generous acts of compaſſion and benigni 

will never be forgotten by the eternal — 2 
all g20d, and that with ſuch ſacrifices GOD'is well 

leaſed 2s | 

x Having in the preceding diſcourſe attempted to 
delineate the intrinſic excellency of true :ligion,- 
and the certain efficiency of faith, and obedience 
to the divine will, to prepare for the heavenly inhe- 
ritance, we are now to inquirewhat PER inſtruc- 
tions ariſe from a review of theſe importan 


Fixsr, How tranſcendent the — of £G0D 


and how free and generous the diſpenſations of his 
mercy in the ſcheme of our ſalvation by CaIGStꝛç ? 
The offer of pardon to encourage our repentance, 
and the promiſe of a reſurrection to eternal life, 

given to all who know, and believe, and obey the 
goſpel, ſpread the brighteſt luſtre and glory upon 
the divine conſtitution. _— 


„ Eph. iv. 29. » 2 Pet. i. 10. *iti, 11—14 7 Heb. vi. 10. 
ili. 16, 
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The GOP of all grace hath called us to the hope 


of eternal glory by the miniſtry of his Son: How 
eonde ſcending the love, and how abundant the riches, 
of divine goodneſs in the generous promiſe to re · 
ward the ſincere, though imperfect ſervices of a mo- 
mentary life, with the moſt exalted and laſting fe- 
hicity ! Such unmerited profuſion of divine love, 
juſtly demands the moſt ardent emotions of our ſu- 
preme love, and gratitude to GOD, the Father of 
mercies, who firſt loved us, and ſent his Son to 
give the moſt endearing: pledges of his mercy; 
to be the medium and diſpenſer of divine 
favor and influence to all who manifeſt their un- 
feigned love to GOD, by keeping his command- 
ments? and who by keeping themſelves in the love: 
of GON, are enabled upon the ſolid foundations 
of kope in the divine promiſes, to look for the mer- 
cy of our Lox D Irsus CHI NSF unto eternal lies. 
SECONDLY, Let us contemplate with unfeigned 
delight and joy, our obligations to the ever- ble ſſed 
Sox of GOD, who in obedience to his Father's: 
will, deſcended from the manſions of light and 
blefiedneſs—tMPTIED HIMSELF of the FORM of; 
GOD, took upon him the form of a ſervantof GOD, 
aſſuming and animating the body prepared for 
him; being thus made a little lower than the angels 
for the ſuffering of death, that by ſuffering death he 
might taſte death for every man, and through death 
deſtroy him that had the power cf death; that is 
the devil: and being thus made perfect, might 
become the author of eternal ſalvation to all them 


that obey him. badet 


21 Pet. v. 10. v1 John iv. 9, 10, 19. « Jude 21. Phil, zi. 
8. tav rer tigt. * Heb. x. 5. 9, 10. 


Aww O£A£X . - =. 1 


zr Farry lu T Driving Prowises. 31 


While we contemplate with devoted eſteem the 
condeſcending grace and love of CHRIS’ HPM died 
for all that were ſubject to death, ſhould e not with 
hearts filled with enlivening ſentiments of love to 
him, adopt unalterable reſolutions to live not un- 
to ourſelves but unto him who died for us, and roſe 
again ? * Who is entered into heaven itſelf to ap- 
pear in the preſence of GOD for us;* Who is 
gone to prepare a place, in the manſions of his Fa- 
cher's — for his genuine diſciples'— Who is 
able to ſave unto the uttermoſt, all who come unto 
GOD by him, ſeeing he ever liveth to make inter- 
ceſſion foc them. | | 5 

From ſuch exceeding great and precious promiſes; 
and proſpects ſo glorious, how great, my brethren, is 
our encouragement to offer up through him, the 
lacrifice of praiſe to GOD continually, that is, the 

- fruit 


f2 Cor. v. 14, 13. #® Heb, ix, 2, John xiv. 2, 3. 
i Heb. vii. 25. 1 

In * ſtrongly expreſſive of the moſt aſtoniſhing con- 
deſcenſion of the Sox of GOD. St. Paul addreſſes himfelf ro the 
church of GOD at Corinth; “ ye know the grace of dur Lon 


]:sus Cur15T, who though he was rich, yet for your ſakes he 


came poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich,” 

To this pre-exiſting ſtate of riches, dignity and glory, our 
Loud ſeems evidently to refer in his ſolemn addreſs to his Fa- 
ther, in the ſame night, in which he was betrayed, after he 
had inſtituted and celebrated the memorial of his death. 10 
have glorified thee on the earth: I have finiſhed the work whic 
thou gaveſt me to do. And now, O Father, glorify thou me, 
[ Taga oravrw in thy ſence, ] with-the glory which I had 


, 


[mags Toy in thy pr ence] before the world was!.” M43 23s 


ence it ſeems evident, aint 
1. That our bleſſed ſaviour was poſſeſſed of glory in the 
preſence of his Father before the world was. 0 
2. That when he offered up this petition for the reſtoration 
of pre-exiſtent glory, ye was not poſſeſſed, but diveſted of it. 
3- That he prayed to be poſſeſſed again of the ſame glory 
which he had actually poſſeſſed, before the world was, 
& 2 Cor, viii. 9. * John xvii. 4, 5. 
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fruit of our lips, giving thanks to his names! 
How indiſpenſable our obligation to adhere to his 
truth, to obſerve his commandments, to comme- 
morate his death, to celebrate the glory of his re- 
ſurrection—to wait and prepare for his coming 
to judgment to love his appearinge, when he ſhall 
come to be glorified in his ſaints, and to be admi- 
red in all them that believe“ 

Tamor v., Let the promiſe and proſpect of this 
celeſtial inheritance, excite our ſtrongeſt deſires, 
and employ our moſt active endeavors, that we 
may finally poſſeſs it; remembering that it is the 
proper characteriſtic of every real chriſtian to s EER 
it, preferably to every other interfering object. 

Such a decided preference its unrivalled excel- 
tency. juſtly demands. No preſent intereſts ſhould 
ever be permitted to exclude it from our daily con- 
templation and fervent deſires, or obſtruct our moſt 
vigorous purſuit! What are all the honours, poſ- 
ſefions, and pleaſures which this world can offer 
in exchange! In this comparative view, how lan- 
guid the brighteſt luſtre of all earthly glory! how 
diminiſhed and contemptible every ſcene and 
ſource of human dignity ! Can ambition or cove- 
touſneſs diſcover any rival fruiton, or ſenſual de- 
fire be prompted by any gratification, which can 
juſtity che attention even of a moment, in compa. 
riſon of thoſe bleſſings which the chriſtian faith re- 
veals, which the promiſe of an unchangeable 


 GODinlur.s, and a faithful redeemer is appointed 


to confer l la the purſut of this immenſe fe- 
licity, let all our nobleſt powers be imployed, 
during the whole period of our lives. To prepare 


= Heb, xili. 15 * Luke xii.35, * 2 Tim. iv. » 2 Thelf: 1. 10. 


By FaiThH 18 THz Divine ProMists. 33 


us for ſuch exalted felicity, GOD infinitely wiſe 
and good hath created our reaſonable and im- 
mortal ſpirits after bis own \image—All the 
bounties of his guardian providence ate ſucceſ- 
_ diſpenſed to maintain our capacity for every 
neceſſary duty. All the bleſſings of redeeming 
love, and fanctifying grace, are preliminaty ſignals 
of our deſtination for the heavenly ſtate, and ſnould 
raiſe anticipating deſires of thoſe ſuperiorenjoymenis 
which are peculiar to it: and they are alſo the ap- 
pointed inſtruments of making us meet for them. 
Life is continued to us as the proper ſeaſon far 
performing every preparatory ſervicr. The in- 
ſtructions and devorions of every Lok 's Day,and 
the proviſions of the Logp's T aL, every proſpe- 
rous and every afflitive event, ſhould be improved 
as ſuitable means to aſſiſt us in our endeavours to 
{ccure our title to the celeſtial bleſſedneſs. 

FourTaLyY, Where the great concerns of reli- 
gion have been too long neglected, of what un- 
ſpeakable importance is it to ſuch perſons, that 
they immediately enter upon fuch a courſe of life, 
as is neceſſary to prepare them for divine accept- 
ance !—deeply impreſſed with the conviction that 
the conſequences of further delay, may introduce 
inevitable ruin. | | 

The preſent ſeaſon of life is the only ſeaſon 
ſor religious ſervice, which you can properly call 
your own. While that laſts, you ſhould conſider | 
it as conſecrated and appropriated for duty and | 
ulefulneſs—lf you wilely employ it by diligence | 
and fidelity, it will be rendered an accepted time 
and aday of ſalvation. Every preſent appearance, 
and every expected incident relating to the continu- 
ance, or concluſion of life, ſhould engage the moſt 

F an«i0ug + 


4 Acts iii, 26. xxvi. 17, 18. Col. i. 1114, 


34 Tur CurISTIAN LIFE SUPPORTED 


anxious care of every one who is commanded to 
be ready for the divine ſummons of removal, when- 
ever his 10RD ſhall ſend it. Imagine, then, thou 
who haſt ſo long d:Jayed to prepare—Thy day of 
ſervice draus to an awful cloſe -in caſe of further 
neglect or delay, all opportuniries for ſerving GOD 
and doing good, may totally ceaſe ; — when per- 

tual darkneſs will overſpread all flattering and 
deluſive expectations; and abſolute incapacity for 
every duty, entirely defeat and annihilate every 
purpoſe of amendment. This may be your lat 
much ſooner than you imagine—lt happens to 
many after a ſhort warning—to ſome without any 
warning at all.— Take ye heed, watch and pray; 
for ye know not when the time is. Let your 
loins be girded about, and your lamps burning 
and bleſſed are theſe ſervants whom the Lord, 
he cometh, ſhall find ſo doing.“ 

Firrurv, How egregious the folly, and how 
aggravated the guilt, of thoſe whq undervalue and 
reject the promiſes of the goſpel, which aſcertain 
the joys of perfect excellence, and pleaſures of 
everlaſting duration | Who refuſe to ſeek and pre- 
pare for admiſſion into the heavenly manſians, and 
ſeem determined to purſue thoſe meaſures, that 
will certainly iſſue in irretrievable perdition ! — 
Unhappy creatures, who ſeem cqually inſenſible of 
their duty, and their danger! How peculiarly de- 
jecting and terrifying to reflect in the gloomy 
cloſe of a wicked life, that the conſequences of 
their perverſeneſs and impenitence mult be dread- 
ful beyond all preſent conception ! This will be 
evident from the following conſiderations. 


I. The 


r Luke xii, 35. 37, 38. 43. Matt, xxiv. 46 
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I. The infinite worth of thoſe celeſtial bleſſings, 
the perpetual loſsof which you will certainly incur, 
if you perſiſt in a cfiminal neglect of duty, and in 
vicious gratifications. . : 


II. The inexpreſſible anguiſh, and torturing de- 


ſpair, which you will find inſeparably connected 
with a perpetual excluſion from the beatific pre- 
ſence arid favour of GOD. + | | 

I. The infinite worth of thoſe celeſtial bleſ- 
ſings, the petpetual loſs of which you will cer- 


tainly incur, who perſiſt in a criminal negleck 


of duty, and in vicious gratifications * However 
deſiteable the happineſs revealed by the goſpel, 
the promiſe and poſſeſſion of it are infeparably 
connected with a life of faith, and betievering 
ſanctity. The ineſtimable felicity, though placed 
within yout reach, will aſſuredly be forfeited and 
loſt by you; if you reject the counſel of GOD 
againſt yourſelves, and obſtinately refufe to comply 
with the appointed terms of acceptance, GOD, 
who is rich in mercy, deſireth not the death of 
ſinners, — but is long-ſaffering and gwacious, not 
willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould 
come to repentance*, The generous extenſive of- 
fers of pardon by CHRIS Jesus,/who gave himſelf 
a ranſom for all, are ſo univerſally encouraging, 
that none but infidels, hypocrites, apoſtates, and 
impenitent tren greſſurs, are excluded from hope. 
Such oxLY are appointed to wrath *, All others 
arc invited and required to ſecure an intereſt in that 
ſalvation which is in CarisT Jesvs, with eternal 
glory.“ W nat additional torture mult pierce your 
hearts, with the keeneſt reflexton, when you find 


that you have for eyet loit thoſe bleſſings which a 
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GOD of infinite compaſſion had pul within 
the reach of your abilities to attain! He hath 
Promiſed to aſſiſt your fincere and faithful endea- 
yours for this purpoſe, If you humbly commit the 
keeping of your ſouls to him in well-doing, you 
are encouraged to rely on the protection of a 
faithful Creator,“ who is able to keep you from 
falling, and preſent you faultleſs before the pre- 
ſence of his glory with exceeding joy .” Conſider, | 
II. The inexpreſſible x and torturing 
deſpair which you will find inſeparably connected 
with a perpetual excluſion from the beatific 
preſence and favour of GOD. What mortal 
can, form an adequate. conception of the tor- 
ments to which incorrigible ſinners are doomed, 
who have their portion in the horrors of perpetual 
darkneſs, where there is weeping and gnaſhing of 
teeth! Cut off from all hopes or mercy ! from all 
poſſibility of redemption ! What reiterated ſcenes 
of remorſe, and anguiſh, and diſtreſs, muſt ariſe 
from the inſults of apoſtate, malicious, infernal 
pi and your former companions in wicked- 
neſs! Upbraided by the contemptuous triumphs 
of the former; and ſeverely condemned by the 
latter for having been fatally inſtrumental to their 
ſeduction and ruin; all viewing and deteſting 
with reciprocal vexatioug indignatiou, their aſſo- 

ciates in guilt and deſtruction, 
But molt ſeverely cutting will be the recollec- 
tions and cenſures of your own awakened minds, 
now thoroughly routed from the effects of ſtupi- 
tying infatuation, and rein ſlumbers, How 
19 bitter 


21 Pet. iv, 19. y Jude 24. 2 Matt. xxiv. 51. xxv. 30. 
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bitter and piercing the accuſations and reproaches 
of a guilty conſcience—of a mind filled with Juſt re- 
fenrment, remorſe, and keen deſpair feeling thoſe 
pointed ſtings of the worm that never dies, and 
tortured with that internal intenſe fire, which no 
hope of remiſſion can ever quench or alleviate 
the guilty loſt creature {till condemning himſelf for 
the loſs of that heaven which he hath juſtly ſuſ- 
tained, and the petpetual deſtruction to which by 
his on perverſeneſs he is juſtly expofed* '' 
S1xTHLY, From what has been obſerved, ve 
may be fully appriſed of the wifdom and advan- 
tages of having our hearts devoted to GO and 
ſubſtantial virtue, in the early ſeaſons of rational 
and moral life; as it is of ſuch vaſt importance 
that a good foundation be laid from the holy 
Scriptures, for a practical acquaintance with the 
eſſential duties of genuine piety and virtue. For 
thoſe onLy furniſh the pureſt ſources of favi 
knowledge, and the exacteſt models of pious an 
virtuous converſation “? rn 
Upon this excellent plan of inſtruction, the 
people of Iſrael were ordered to educate” their 
children.“ The things which I command thee this 
day, ſhall be in thy heart: and thou halt teach 
them diligently unto thy children ©,” Our bleſſed 
Saviour hath given the belt directions for the pro- 
pagation of goſpel truth and holineſs, in all who 
become his diſciples, in the commiſſion which he 
gave to his Apoſtles on his reſurrection from the 
dead, — teaching them to oSsERVE ALL THINGY 
WHATSOEVER I HAVB COMMANDED vou.“ If ve 
faithfully adhere to this important ptecept, we fhall 


22 Theſſ. i. 9. b2 Tim. iii. 24, 15. e Dent. iv. 12. 
xii. 19—32. dMart- xxviii. 19, 20. 
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be reſtrained from teaching them to believe any 


doctrine as an article of the chriſti:n faith, and 
from inculeating any praftice as a chriſtian duty, 


* 


which cannot be ſupported by convictive evidence 


of its divine original. By ſuch exact attention to 
this duty, the improvement of thoſe who are thus 
inſtructed, will be rendered ſublervient to their 
eſtabliſhment in the truth, and become a happy 
preſervative I the contagion of corrupt prin- 
ciples and evil examples: This will enlarge cheir 
capacities for uſefulneſs in the different characters 
and relations which they may ſuſtain : Thus they 
may be led to difcard and deteſt ſuch principles and 

ractices as are abſurd and miſchicyous, and pre- 
For and adopt thoſe which are juſt, edifying, and 
beneficial; by maintaining a proper attention to 
the dictates of prudence, and the meaſutes of pre- 
cautionary diſcipline, they will be enabled to eſcape 
the corruptions of an enſnaring world be ren - 
dered happy in themſelves, uſeful members of civil 
and religious ſocieties, and be prepared for accept - 
ance in the day of CHRIST. 8 

From this general ſcheme of religious inſtruc- 
tion, ſo happily adapted to the ſtate of human 
nature in the tender ſeaſons of childhood and 
youth, I now proceed to ſolicit your benevolent 
attention to the charitable inſtitution, the pro- 
feſſed deſign. of which is— That a conſiderable 
number of poor children, taken out of families, 
ſome perhaps in the loweſt claſſes of indigent 
condition, may be trained up in the principles of 
ſacred truth, and initiated in the eſſential branches 


= 


of a virtuous character, 
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The STATE of the SCHOOL 
which you are now aſſembled to countenance and 
ſupport, I ſhall faithfully report to you. 


THE foundation of it was laid at a remark- 
able criſis in 1687, in the third year of the reign 
of King James the Second ; whoſe infatuated and 
ſervile attachment to Pop ER x, engaged him in the 
moſt illegal meaſures for ſupporting tyrannical 
uſurpation, for ſubverting the conſtitution, and 
introducing all the miſchievous conſequences of 
arbitrary oppreſſion, and enſlaving ſuperſtition, 


Among other obſequious partizans, father An- 
drew Pultone, a Jeſuit, was ſelected and employed as 
a promiſing inſtrument for propagating the perni- 

cious 


e The genuine character of this zealous agent of ſeduction, 
who had been appointed one of the maſters of the ſchool in the 
Savoy, may be fully known from The true Account of a 
— held about Religion, at London, the 29th of 

September, 1687, between Andrew Pulton, a Jeſuit, and Dr. 
Thomas Teniſon, Vicar of St. Martin's, and Rector of St. 
James's, Weſtminſter;”” and the other tracts which were 
publiſhed on that occaſion. See Biſhop Kennett's Com- 
plete Hiſtory of England, vol. iii. p. 294. Peck's Catalogue 
of all the Diſcourſes for and againſt Popery, p. 12, 13. No. 
© 09—168. and Wood's Athenz Oxon, vol. ii. col. 1056. 

Biſhop Kennett alſo obſerves, p. 06 ** That it ſhould 
be remembered, that as good laws ariſe out of ill manners, 
ſo many excellent deſigns owe their foundations to dan- 
pers and melancholy proſpects. The opening a Jeſuit's 

chool at the Savoy, gave occaſion to the moſt active and 
exemplary Nr. Teniſon, afterwards Biſhop of Lincoln, and 
Arctibiſtop of Canterbury, to found a grammar-ſchool and 

pro» 
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cious corruptions of popery among the lower fort, 
And he gave public notice, that he would inſtruct 
the children of the poor gratis. 07 £0008 


To counteract a ſcheme ſo threatening to the 
intereſt of the proteſtant religion and liberty, three 
worthy chriſtians, proteſtants, and gentlemen, Mr, 
Arthur Shalletr, Mr, Samuel Warburton, and 
Mr. Ferdinando Holland, laid the foundation of 
the preſent ſchool, The number of ſcholars ar 
firſt was only forty; but it now amounts to two 
hundred. The children are inſtructed in reading, 
writing, and arithmetic ; and the girls are raughs 
to ſew and knit, | n | 


Beſides the inſtruftions which they receive as to 
religious principles and obligations, to qualify 
them for uſefulneſs in future life, they are pro- 
vided with Bibles, Teſtaments, ſpelling- books, 
writing and cyphering-books, without any expence 
to their parents, The patrons of this charity hav- 
ing no view but to the common good, admit chil- 
dren without diſtinction of parties; the children 
are required to attend ſome place of public wor- 
ſhip, and much the larger part of them belong to 
the eſtabliſhed church; and as the ſchool is 
ſituated in the pooreſt parts of the town, amidſt 
u atermen, fiſhermen, and other labouring people, 
it is particularly uſcful on that account, | 


The 


proteſiant library at St. Martin's, And the very original of 
charity ſchools in London was now laid vpon the ſame foun- 
dation. The very firſt charity-{chool at Norton-Falgate, and 
the blue-coat ſchool] in St. Margaret':, Weltminiter, were 
opened Lady-day, 1688, to keep out 1GNORANCEF, THE Mo- 
THER OF POPISH DEYOTION, 


B FaiTH 18 THz Divixz PrRoMises, 41 
The expences of the inſtitution, which is the 
rſt of the kind in which the proteſtant diſſenters 
were concerned, have been defrayed. by the gifts 
and ſubſcriprions of private perſons, by an annual 
collection in this place, and by the kind remem- 
brance of the well-dilpoled in their laſt wills. 


It is with peculiar ſatisfaction that I recommend 
this excellent inſtitution to your attention and 
ſupport, as it is fo well known that your bene- 
factions will be wifely and faithfully applied; 
By the divine concurtetice and blefing, may it ſtill 
continue to be a tifeful ſeminary for inſttuction 
in the principles of true religion and vittue, and a 
happy preſervative of many againſt the inſidious 
artifices, the ſhameful corruptions, and the idola- 
trous and bloody practices of popery— That they 
may not be perverted to that derefted ſuperſtition; 
before they are capable of diſcerning its direct re- 
pugnancy to all ſound ptinciptes of real religion 
and how entirely ſubverſive ir is of the moſt impor- 
tant obligations of morality and virtue. As the ma- 
nagement of this inſtitution hath been always 
committed to perfons of exemplary integrity and 
public ſpirit, the friends and well-wiſhers to its 
intereſts may be aſſured, that their generous do- 
nations will be appropriated to ſuch purpoſes xl 
as will promote the | moſt extenſive and laſtin 
advantage. Let me be permitted to urge, a 


What refined and animating pleaſure ſincere 
chriſtians may derive from the conviction, That 
their contributions will be ſubſcrvient to con- 
8 „ 
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to your improvement, who giveth you richly all 


ſtewards of the manifold grace of GOD; who 
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convey the bleſſings of good inſtruction to 
great numbers !—That by devoting to ſuch godd 
views and purpoſes ſome valuable portion of thoſe 
talents which the bounty of God hath committed 


things to enjoy - that you may become rich in good 
works, ready to diſtribute, willing to communi- 
cate, laying up in ſtore for yourſelves a good foun- 
dation for the time to come, that you may hold on 
eternal life.. Let the inconſiderate poſſeſſors of 
worldly affluence degrade themſelves by extrava- 
gant profuſeneſs in the articles of dreſs, equipage, 
and di verſions let others exhauſt their ſubſtance 
in the ſuperfluities of luxury, and the exceſſes of 
riot; be it ſtill your amiable diſtinction to honour 
the Lord with yout ſubſtance, filled with grateful 
ſentiments, that to his bleſſing you owe all your 
increaſe and affluence. | 


Whatever your benevolent diſpoſitions prompt 
you to beſtow, you will conſider as a teſtimony 
of your ardent defire to be accepted as 


hath declared that with ſuch ſacrifices he is well 
pleaſed. You know that a day of ſtrict enquiry 
and final retribution will come. Such are the im- 
mutable predictions of the divine oracles. Be- 
hold the day cometh that ſhall burn as an oven: 
when all the proud, profane, and licentious ſhall 
be ſtubble, and all their property and poſſeſ- 
ſions burnt up.“ But all who have been diſtin- 
guiſned by the characteriſtic ornaments of un- 
| | feigned 


2 Tim. 17-19. Þb1 Pet. iv, 10. e Heb, xiii. 26.) 
4 Mal. iv. I« 
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feigned piety, and diſintereſted goodneſs, will cer- 
tainly receive the rewards of divine munificence an- 
nounced by the promiſe. They ſhall be mine, 
ſaith the LogD of hoſts in that day when-Lmake 
up my Jewels.“ _ 


© Mal. iu, 1). 
P 
G2 A HYMN. 
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'Taro every age, eternal G O D, 


Thou art our reſt, our ſafe abode: 
High was thy throne, &er heav'n was made; 
Or earth thy humble footſtool laid. ; 
II. 
Long hadſt thou reign'd e'er time began, 
Or duſt was faſhion'd into mann 
And long thy kingdom ſhall endure, 
When earth and time ſhall be no more, 
1 
But man, weak man, is born to die, 
Subject to guilt and vanity: | 
Thy dreadful ſentence, Lord, was ju 
«*« Return, ye linners to your duſt,” *' 
n 


Death, like an over flowing ſtream, 
Sweeps us away ; our life's a dream, 
An empty tale, a morning flower, 
Cut down, and wither'd in an hour, 
V. 17155 
Teach us, O Loxp, how frail is man, 
And kindly lengthen out our ſpan ; * 
*Till a wiſe, care of piety, 
Fit us to die and dwell with Thee, 
APPENDIX, 


APPENDIX, 


ESIGNED AS A BRIEF PRESERVATIVE | Av 

 GAINST' THE PERNICIOUS MAXIMS AND 
PRACTICES OF PAPISTS, AND THE INSI- 
DIOUS SUGGESTIONS AND INSULTS QF 
UNBELIEVERS, 


THE Act for the further preventing the 
' GROWTH OF POPERY, to which the royal aſſent 
was given the Ltith of April, 1700, ſeems: to 
have originated from the addreſs which the Houſe 
of Commons preſented to the King on the 22d of 
February, 1698-9, In which. they repreſent — 
That having obſerved the great concourſe to this | 
city of Papiſts, and other diſaffected perſons, who 
have not owned his Majeſty to be lawtul and right- 
ful King of theſe realms; and the boldneſs they aſ- 
ſume from his Majeſty's unexampled clemency, not 
only to keep horſes and arms, contrary to law, - 
but alſo to frequent all public places of reſort near 
his two houſes of Parliament, and even to approach | 
his royal Palaces, whereby they may have oppor- | 
tunities to perpetrate any wicked attempt againſt 
his royal perſon, on the ſafety and preſervation 
whereof their religion and liberties, and the peace 
and welfare, not only of theſe kingdoms, but of 
all Europe, do, in a very great meaſure depend; 
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and having alſo conſidered the many plots and 
conſpiracies againſt his Majeſty's perion and go- 
vernment, but eſpecially the late horrid intended 
aſſaſſination , contrived and carried on not only 
by Papisrs, WHOSE RELIGION AND INTERESP 
might lead them to it, þyt even by ſuch, h, at 
their death, to the great ſcandal of our religion, 
profeſſed and owned themſelves to be members of 
the CHURCH or ENGLAND; which chiefly, under, 
GOD. owes. its preſeryation and defence to his 
Majeſty , and whoſe doctrines are directly oppo» 
ſite to all ſuch inhuman and treacherous practices; 
and having alſocertain r great num- 
bers of popiſh prieſts and Jeſuits, within this city, and 
parts adjacent, intrude themſelves into the preſence 
of fick and dying perſons, with deſign to prevail 
upon them in their weaknels to be reconciled to the 
church of Rome; and daily endeavour to pervert, 
and ſeduce from their allegiance his Majeſty's 
good fubjects, impoiſoning them with their wicked 
and damnable doctrines and principles; and that 
they have imported great quantities of popisu 
BOOKS, and KEEP SCHOOLS to breed up and inſtruct 
children in the Romilh ſuperſtition and idolatry : 
% We therefore hold ourſelves obliged, for quiet- 
ing the minds of your good ſubjects, and in 
duty to your. Majeſty, humbly to beſeech your 
Majeſty, that you will be graciouſly pleaſed, 
in order to ſuppreſs ſuch practices of the reſt- 
leſs and notorious enemies of your government, 
to iſſue out your royal proclamation for remov- 
ing all Parisrs. and others who diſown your 
5 2 | Majeſty's 


a See King's Speech, Feb, 24. 1695-6. Commons“ Jougs 
vals vol. xi. p. 465. : 


r 
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Majeſty's government, from the city of Lon- 
pow and parts adjacent, according to the 7051 
and that the laws may 'be put in execution 
againſt them, in ſuch manner, that their wicket 
deſigns may be effectually diſappointed.” The 
King's anſwer to this addreſs was, Gentlemen, I 
will take care that the laws ſhall be put in execu- 
tion according to your deſire“. 


In the next ſeſſions of Parliaments, the Houſe of 
Commons on Februaty 7, 1699-1700, unant- 
mouſly reſolved, ** That a Committe be appointed 
to enquire how far the Jaws againft popiſh recu- 


ſants have been put in execution; and to in 


ſpect and review the faid laws; and to report 
their opinions upon the ſame to the Houſe; 
and allo to prepare what further remedies are 
neceſſary to Tuppreſs THE GROWTH. OF POPERY 
in theſe kingdoms, and to ſtrengthen the pro- 
teſtant religion.” On the 21ſt of February, 'a 
petition of the clergy of the county norm þ 


Lancaſter was preſented to the Houſe and read, 


ſetting forth, That it is manifeſt great numbers of 
popiſh prieſts openly appear in companies in the 
moſt populous towns in the ſaid county, and ſe- 
duce whom they can from the proteſtant religion, 
and their affection to the government; and pray- 
ing, That ſome efficacious method may be uſed rd 
ſtop the GROWTH or PoPERY, and prevent the 
inſolent behaviour and attempts of popilh prieſts; 
Orderedy That the ſaid petition do he upon the 
table, until the report be made from the Committee 
appointed to enquire how far the laws againſt 
popiſh recuſants had been put in execution, &c. 


On 


> Commons JOURNALS, vol xii, pages 517,521 , $22. 
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On the ſame day Mr. How reported from the 
faid committee, That they had conſidered the 
matter to them referred, and had come to ſeyeral 
reſolutions, viz. That it is the opinion of this 
Committee, — That it does not appear to the 
Committee, That the laws againſt popiſh recu- 
ſants have generally been put in execution. 


That it is the opinion of this Committee,— 
That a further reward be given to ſuch perſons as 
ſhall diſcover and convict popiſh prieſts or Jeſuits, 


That it will be a further remedy againſt the 
wth of popery, that perpetual imprifonment 
inflicted upon popiſn prieſts convicted upon the 

oath of one or more witneſſes. 


That no perſon born aſter the 25th of March 
too, being a papiſt, be capable of inheriting any 
title of honour, lands, tenements, or hereditaments, 
within the kingdom of England, dominion 'of 
Wales, or town of Berwick upon Tweed. 


, 


That no papiſt be capable of purchaſing any 
lands, tenements, or hereditaments within the 
kingdom of England, &c. either in his own 
name, or in the name of any other perſon in truſt 
far him, 


Amendment was made to the third reſolution; 
by adding after < prieſts,” © and popiſh ſchool- 


i, 
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A bill 
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A bill upon the ſaid reſolutions was ordered, 
reſented, read twice, committed to a Committee 
of the whole Hbuſe, with an Inſtruction to them 
that they have power to receive a clauſe to hinder 
any POPISH PRIEST that {ball come into this king- 
dom after a certain day, that ſhall be convicted, 
from being pardoned. The bill was reported with 
ſome amendments, and the Houſe -UunaniMOUSLY 
RESOLVED, T hat the bill with the amendments be 
ingroſſed: it was read a third time, and paſſed ; and 
ſent to the Lords, who agreed to the ſaid bill with- 
out any amendments. Sce Commons ' Journals, 
Vol. xiii. pages 225, 226,229,236, 278,282, 287. 


Mr. Tindal, in his Hiſtory of England, obſerves, 
that che complaints of the GROWTH or POPERY 
in the addreſs of the Houſe of Commons to the 
King, 22d Feb. 1698-9 were not without rea- 
ſon; for upon the peace of Ryſwick, a GEA 
SWARM OF PRIESTS Came over to England, not 
only thoſe whom the revolution in 1689 had 
frighted away, but many more new men, who ap- 
peared in many places with great inſolence; and it 
was ſaid that they boaſted of the favour and pro- 


tection of which they were aſſured. Some ene- 


mies of the government began to give it out, that 


the favouring that religion was a lecret article of 


the peace; and lo abſurd is malice and calumny, 
that the Jacobites began to ſay, that the King was 
either of that religion, or at leaſt a favourer of it: 
complaints of the avowed practices and inſolence 
of the prieſts were brought from ſeveral places, 
and thoſe were maliciouſly aggravated by ſome, 
who caſt the blame ot all on the King. — He alla 

| H further 
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further aſſerts, That many Lords who ſecretly fa- 
voured the pApISTSs, on the Jacobite account, did, 
for a particular reaſon, move for ſeveral alterations, 
ſome of theſe importing a greater ſeverity; but the 
zeal againſt yoyzRy was ſuch in THAT Bous, 
that the bill paſſed without any amendment; See 
Tindal's Hiſtory of England, fol. vol. iii. p. 389, 
390, 401, 402. Biſhop Burnet's Hiſtory of his 
own Time, vol. iii. pages. 316, 318. 8vo. 1753. 


Dr. Thomas Teniſon, Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury, ſoon after the bill for further preventing the 
growth of, popery had received the royal aſſent, 
ſent a circular letter to the Biſhops of his pro- 
vince concerning it, dated from Lambeth, 'gth of 
May, 1700, wherein he recommends the good in- 
tentions of bringing over the papiſts ro embrace 
the proteſtant Nick: the law intending not their 
PUNISHMENT but their CONVERSION; and to con- 
vince them of the reaſonableneſs of the change : 
— deſiring their Lordſhips to move the clergy 
carefully to obſerve the ſixty-ſixth canon, and not 
to be wanting in any aſſiſtance of this kind, but to 
be ready upon all fitting occaſions, as well to la 
open the many dangerous errors of the * 
of Roux, as to ſhew the agreeableneſs of the pro- 
teſtant doctrine to the holy Scriptures, and the 


pureſt ages of chriſtianity. 


Dr. Edm. Gibſon, archdeacon of Surrey, ſince 
Biſhop of Lincoln, and then of London, in his ſer- 
mon on the DAN ER and MiscRIETSs of Pop ERV, 
preached at the aſſizes, 1706, and in the preface to 
the ſecond edition, 1719, takes notice, — That 

the 


— 
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the papiſts were aLwars ready to inflame our dif. 
contents, and that their behaviour at that juncture, 
viz. 1706, was remarkably offenſive and provok- 
ing. — That an addreſs from ſeveral of the gentry 
and clergy in Lancaſhire, was preſented to the 
Houſe of Peers, by the Biſhop of Cheſter, com- 
plaining of the intolerable boldneſs of the Romiſh - 
prieſts and papiſts: and thereupon their Lord- 
ſhips repreſented to the Queen, That it was ab- 
ſolurely neceſſary, for the ſafety of her Majeſty's 
royal perſon and government, that a more watch- 
ful eye ſhould be had over them for the future; 
and for that purpoſe, that a diſtinct and particular 
account ſhould be taken of all papiſts and reputed 
papiſts in the kingdom, with their reſpective qua- 
lities, eſtates, and places of abode. Accordingly, 
the neceſſary orders were given by her Majeſty, 
for taking a STRICT SURYEY of popery in the ſe- 
veral counties of the kingdom; and at the lame 
time a proclamation was iſſued for a vigorous ex- 
ecution of the laws againſt papiſts. — He alſo ob- 
ſerves, That becauſe it was ealy to foreſee that the 
papiſts would renew their old complaints of pzR+ 
SECUTION on account of RELIGION, it ſeemed ne- 
ceſſary to ſhew,*from our hiſtories, that whatſoever 
penalties or reſtraints they had felt from the be- 
ginning of the Reformation, to that day, had been 
laid upon them for szofriox, and not for RELt- 
G10N. See Biſhop Gibſon's preface to the ſecond 
edition of his Sermon, 8 vo. pages 6—10. 


The intimate and inſeparable connexian of po- 
pery and infidelity, and their mutual and recipro- 
cal ſupport and influence, the. eminently learned 

H 2 Biſhop 
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Biſhop Burnet, hath repreſcnted with great pro- 
pricty and force in his account of that truly ve- 

nerable and amiable defender of the proteſtant 
religion, Dr. John Tillotſon, Archbiſhop of Can- 
- terbury, in the ſermon he preached at his funeral, 
Nov. 1694, Pages 15, 16, from which the follow- 
ing paſſages are faithfully tranſcribed. 


© He ſaw, ſays he, with a deep regret, the fatal 
corruption of this age, while the hypocriſies and 
. extravagancies of former times, and the liberties 
and looieneſs of the preſent, diſpoſed many to 
ATHEISM and 1MPIETY. He therefore went far 
into this matter; and as he had conſidered all the 
antient and modern apologics for the chriſtian re- 
ligion, with an exactneſs that became the impor- 
tance of the ſubject, ſo that he ſet the wHoLE 
STRENGTH Of his thoughts and ſtudies to with- 
ſtand the progrels that this was making. In or- 
der to that, he laboured particularly to bring 
every thing out of the cleareſt principles, and to 
make all people feel the reaſonableneſs of the 
truths, as well as of the precepts of the chriſtian 
religion, When he law that popery was at the 
root ef this, and that the deſign ſeemed to be laid, 
TO MAKE US FIRST ATHEISTS, that we might be 
the MORE EASILY MADE PAPISTS, and that many 
did not {tick to own, that we could have no cer- 
tainty for the chriſtian fa'th, unlets we believed 
the INFALLIBILITY OF ThE HVR; this gave 
him a deep and juſt indig nation: It was tuch a 
| - betraying of the cauſe ct GOD, rather than not to 

ain their own, that in this the foundation was 
Jaici of his great zcal againſt pppery, This drew 
8 | his 
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his ſtudies for ſome years much that way : he 
looked on the whole complex of Poetry as ſuch 
a corruption of the whole deſign of chriſtianity, 
that he —_— it was incumbent on him to ſet 


himſelf againſt it, with the zeal and courage which 
became that cauſe, and was neceſſary for thoſe 
times: he thought that the idolatry and ſuper- 
ſtition of the church of Rome did enervate true 
piety and morality; and that their cruelty was 
ſuch a contradiction to the meekneſs of CHRIST, 
and to that love and charity which xs made the 
character and diſtinction of his diſciples and fol- 
lowers, that he reſolved to ſacrifice every thing, 
except a good conſcience, in a cauſe for which he 
had reſolved, if it ſhould come to extremities, to 
become a ſacrifice himſelf.” Biſhop BuxnzT's 
Sermon at the funeral of Archbiſhop TiLLoTsoN, 
i694, 4to. pages 15, 16. 


Biſhop Burnet mentioning his acquaintance 
with the proteſtants in France, in 1683, gives this 
remarkable aſſurance — The method that car- 
ried over the men of the fineſt parts among them 
to PopeRy, was this; they brought themlelves to 
doubt of the wHoLE CHRISTIAN RELIGION : when 
that was once done, it ſeemed a more indifferent 
thing of what ſide or form they continued to be 
qurwardly. The. baſe practices of buying many 
over with penſions, and of driving them over with 
perpetual ill uſage, and the acts of the higheſt in- 
juſtice and violence, and the vile artifices in bring- 
ing on and carrying ſo many proceſſes againſt moſt 
ot their churches, as not comprehended within the 
Edict ot NAN TES, were a reproach both to the 

great» 
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greatneſs of their King, and to the juſtice of their 
Courts.” Hiſtory of his own Time, folio, firſt 
edition, page 567. B8vo, vol. ii. 1753, pages 
230, 231. | ; 


See alſo, A Letter writ to an Atheiſtical Ac< 
quaintance, upon his TuaninG Parts in his oLD 
Ace. By the Kight Hon. Fraxcis BoyLe Vis 
COUNT SHANNON. 4to. 1691. | 


In a further illuſtration of theſe awakening 
truths, let me add, — The catholic, as he is falſely 
called, and the infide], unite in many particulars, 
and the buſineſs of the farmer is openly carried on 
by the latter, It chriſtianity is nor univerſal, the 
infidel afferts that it cannot be true: — the other 
declares if you are not a catholic, you cannot be 
ſaved. The popiſh ſeducer requires infallibility 
as an eſſential qualification in the guide which is 
to lead to religion and happineſs. The profeſſed 
unbeliever aſſumes and applauds the fame prin- 
ciple, and fondly inveſts himſelf with ſuch exten- 
five and ſagacious powers of reaſon, as ſhall ex- 
empt from a poſſibility of error in matters of re- 
ligion, and render the aids of revelation altogether 


needleſs and impertinent. 


A fervile ſubmiſſion to the uſurped dominion 
of the popiſh Hierarchy, will eaſily atone for the 
vices of a criminal indulgence of the ſenſual a 
petites; while the infidel imagines himſelf unde- 
ſerving reproach, though abandoned to the lawleſs 
proſecution of ſuch pleaſures as infatuate the mind, 
debaſe its dignity, and abſolutely diſqualify it for 
ccleſtial and immortal happineſs, | 

The 
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The very learned and judieious Dr Rober Lowth, 
now Biſhop of London, truly deſcribes popERT 
as a ſcheme of ſpiritual tyranny and temporal do- 
minion; a deep ſyſtem of worldly policy founded 
in corruption, and perverſion of all the great 
principles of the goſpel; and therefore juſtly ex- 
plodes it as the MYSTERY of IN1QUITY — and pa- 
thetically complains that the progreſs of the great 
work of REFORMATION was ſtopped in the Min- 
way. — Sermon at the Biſhop of DuRHAu's viſi- 


tation, July, 1758, pages 9, 10. 


The ingenious and polite Dr. RichaRD Husd, . 


Biſhop of Litchfield and Coventry, with expreſſive 
ſtriking energy, condemns POPERY as a ſpecies of 
government, caliing itſelf chriſtian, and profeſſing 
to model itſelf on the example of the Lams, on 
the pure and ſimple principles of the Goſpel, yet all 
over ſtained with thoſe ſpecific vices, which 
chriſtianiry molt abhors — the utmoſt pride of ſe- 
cular domination — the moſt relentleſs zeal againſt 
the rights of conſcience — and, what is ſtill more 
incredible, the moſt blaſphemous idolatry. The 
accumulated ihfamy of theſe crimes ſtruck the 
prophet St. John, fo forcibly, that on the fight of 
this portentous monſter, exhibited to him 1n the 
viſion, HE WONDERED, as himſelf expreſſes it, with 
GREAT ADMIRATION.*®, See Biſhop Huxp's excel- 
lent ſermons at Biſhop Warburton's lecture, 8vo. 
1772, pages 379, 380. —fourth edition, 1776, 
vol, ii. pages 173, 174: 1 


— 


In 
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In the ſecond book of Homilies, which the 
thirty-fifth article of the church of England de- 
clares to centain a GODLY and WHOLESOME DOC- 
TRINE, and judges them to be read in churches by 
the miniſters, DILIGENTLY and DISTINCTLY, that 
they may beunderſtanded by the prople, the chuck 
of Rome is aſſerted to be an idolatrous church, a 
FOUL, FILTHY, OLD, WITHERED HARLOT, THE 
GREAT STRUMPET OF ALL STRUMPETS; AND THE 
MOTHER OF WHOREDOMS, | 


Dr. Edward Stillingfleet, Dean of St. Paul's, 
afterwards Biſhop of Worceſter, takes particular 
notice of the ſhameful abuſes and corruptions in 
matters of religious worſhip, juſtly charged on the 
papiſts, in which their ignorance and profaneneſs 
are eminently conſpicuous, viz. Glory be to 
Jzsus and Maxy, as it was, and is, and ever ſhall 
be.“ See Doctrines and Practices of the Church 
of Rome truly repreſented, 4to. 1686, page 28, He 
gives alſo this important caution in his Fanaticiſm 
of the Roman church, If once an' unintelligible 
way of practical religion become the ſtandard of 
devotion, no man of ſenſe and reaſon will ever ſet 
themſelves about it ; but leave it to be underſtood 
by madmen, and practiſed by fools.” 


But the moſt alarming proſpects from the pre- 
valence of POPERY, are derived from the deſtruc- 
tive effects of thoſe pernicious principles and po- 
ſitions when really believed and practiſed, which 
yet are ſtill approved and avowed by the church 
of Rome. Sce Popery, &c. by Dr. Thomas 
Barlow, Biſhop of Lincoln, 4to. 1679, and a Diſ- 

| cguris 
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courſe concerning the Laws eccleſiaſtical and civil, 
made againſt Hereticks, by Popes, Emperors, &c. 
4t0. 1682, by Dr. Daniel Whitby; which though 
aſcribed to Dr. Henry Maurice, in a ſecond edition 
publiſhed in 8vo. by Dr. White Kennetr, Biſhop of 
Pererborough, 1723, Dr. Whitby himſelf gives the 
fulleſt evidence of his being the real author. See 
Sermons . preached in the cathedral church of Sa- 
rum, &c. $vo. 1726, p. 256. See allo Free 
Thoughts on the Toleration of PoPzry, by Calvi- 
nus Minor, Scoto-Britannus. Printed at Edin- 

burgh, 1780; | $i. 


Animated with ſentiments of juſt indignation 
and reſentment againſt the deteſtable abomi- 
nations of PoPEeRy, with what patriotic zeal did 
that truly pious and benevolent Primate, Arch- 
biſhop Herring; demonſtrate his irreconciteable 
averſion to it! . 


Deſpotic government, ſays he, founded in he- 
reditary right, where one man's will is every man's 
milery, is not more miſchievous than it is abſurd: 
— There is reaſon, and ſpirit, and liberty in law, 
and it is not only eſſential to every man's property, 
but without it, there can be no ſuch thing as vir- 
tue and religion in the world. 


If our conſtitution is ſo valuable, how much 
more is our religion? And how inſeparable is 
THAT and the happineſs of our country? I ſpeak 
of it now chiefly in oppoſition to Poetry ; the 
range and alarming ſpreading of which, is our 
greateſt and moſt immediate danger. No nation; 

ſpeak- 


* 
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ſpeaking in the grols, can poſſibly be happy and 
ouriſhing under yoPERy ; becauſe the influence 
of it is of ſo baneful a nature, that it does not only 
fink the ſpirits of men, damp the vigour and life 
of induſtry, ſtop every avenue to religious know- 
ledge from the Scriptures, make princes tyrants, 
and their people ſlaves; but it in a manner coun- 
termines the wiſdom and goodneſs of providence, 
and converts, as it has done in fact, the moſt 
beautiful and fertile countries into deſolate wil- 
derneſſes. And therefore when we fit down to 
recolle& ourſelves, and recover our antient cha- 
racter of a ſober, and good-natured, and religious 
people, let it be our principal care to avoid the 
contagion of this bad, this abfurd, -and, from its 
miſchievous ſpirit, I muſt call it, this un cnrISTIAN 
RELIGION : For POPERY, as a fine writer expreſſes 
It, is really an uſurpation upon Chriſtianity ; and 
like uſurpers, lives within its guards, inquilitors, 
and dragoons; it ſettles and ſupports itſelf by 
gibbets, axes, halters, fire and ſword, and all the 
inſtruments of death and crucl execution.” — If 
we ſuffer ourſelves to be enſnared by por xx, and 
ſubmit to its cruel and imperious dictates, the dye 
is caſt, and we may eaſily be undone beyond re- 
demption. Nothing therefore imports us more, 
than to watch the workings of theſe bold, inſinuat- 
ing people, the Rowisy MISSIONARIES, How 
long ſhall we bear with theſe unquitt and meddling 
ſpirits, who are not only troubleſome, but perni- 
cious to us? What do they here, deluding filly 
women, ſpiriting away the children of the nation, 
or tainting their firſt principles? captivating the 
poor by their impertinent and venal charity, and 
leducing 
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ſeducing the profli gate by fallacious promiſes of 
heaven, by virtue of their fooliſh reliques, and the 


interceſſion of ſuch ſaints, as either never exiſted, 
or deſerved to be the ſcorn and ſcandal of the 
times they lived in? Is there no end of their ava- 


rice and thirſt of power? And mult this free and 
wealthy nation ſubmit for ever to have its peace 


interrupted and endangered, its treaſures. grained, 


and its ſubjects debauched from their natural al- 
legiance, by theſe foreign plunderers, theſe ſons of 
darkneſs, who lurk in the thieviſh corners of the 
ſtreets, and put on every garb, and every charac- 


ter to work their internal. purpoſes; braving our 


laws and magiſtrates, and, in their | gloomy mid- 
night cabals, contriving ſchemes of moſt deſtructive 
treaſon. — Thele peſtilent people, © they are about 
our houſe, and about our bed, and ſpy out all our 
ways; * they enter, by one means or other, into 
our inmoſt receſſes: — they are like the plague 
deſcribed by Moſes; “they go up and come into 
our houſes, and into our bed-chambers, and upon 
our beds, and into the houles of our ſervants; and 
upon our people,” and in different diſguiſes, 


overſpread the face of the canes the city, and the 


country, 


The REL1G10N which theſe people are ſo ſtudious 
to propagate, conſidered merely as ſuch, is as baſe, 
as it is abſurd, and deſerves the ſcorn and contempt 
of proteſtants; but that which makes it the TER- 


ROR OF ALL GOOD MEN, THE HATRED: OF ALL © 


WISE AND HUMANE PRINCES, the miſery of 
every country where it is eftabliſhed, is that 
turious n of cruelty, which is inleparably 

11 blended 
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blended and wrought into. the Romay 
POLITY, and which diſtinguiſhes the PaParL go. 
vernment from every other in the world. — Other 
governments have been inſtituted, however admi- 
niſtered, for the good and preſervation of men; 
but the pApAL ons, ſupported by torture and in- 
quiſition, is planned for, and ſubliſts by the miſery 
and deſtruction of them, and is a ſettled and ha- 
bitual conſpiracy againſt all the princes in the 
world. — This was the opinion of our wiſe fore. 
fathers, this they felt ſeverely, this we feel in ſome 
degree, by this our neighbour proteſtants ſuffer 
daily ; and yet, by ſome faſcination, we ſeem in- 
clined to believe, that popERx is become a mild 
and good natur'd thing. — Some of us even apo- 
logize for it, and plead for its toleration, though 
every native of ENGLAND, who is liſted into this 
DETESTABLE SOCIETY and miſſion, is a REBEL to 
his country's laws, and a TRAITOR to the good 
King that governs us. 


The svecess therefore of the Romiſh miſſion- 
aries, if ir goes on as it does at preſent, in this 
deluded country, may be looked upon as the laſt, 
the moſt AvENOIN G SCOURGE OF HEAVEN ;—the 
chaſtiſement of a devoted people, who have filled 
up the meaſure of their . iniquities. — This judg- 
ment ſuſpended, if our public virtue decays, we 
may recoyer it. — If commotions riſe at home, 
wiſdom and moderation of government may re- 
duce things into order. — It our conſtitution is 
corrupted and hurt, our legiſlature can redreſs 
and mend ir. — But if yopERY ONCE MORE LORDS 
IT OVER us, there is an end of our nation, our ho- 

| nour, 
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nour, our freedom, our proſperity, our virtue; 
and it will be a happy circumſtance if our naus 
Too be extinguiſhed.” Archbiſhop Herring's Faſt 
Sermon, preached at Kenſington, 7th January, 
1747, 4to. pages 19-22, 


I ſhall conclude this Appendix with the excel- 
lent obſervations of the accompliſhed Sir Isaac 
NewToNn, as worthy of the perpetual attention 
and application of all genuine chriſtians and pro- 
teſtants. 


„ The giving ear to the Prophets, is a funda-. 
mental character ot the true church :” &c. The au- 
thority of emperors, kings, and princes, is human. 
The authority of councils, ſynods, biſhops and 
preſbyters, is human. The authority of the 
Prophets is divine, and comprehends the ſum of 
religion, reckoning Moses and the AposTLEs, 
among the PRoepyeETS. And ir AN ANGEL FROM 
HEAVEN PREACH ANY OTHER GOSPEL, than what 
they have delivered, LET HIM BE ACCURSED, 
Their writings cantain the covenant between GOD 
and his people, with inſtructions for keeping this 
covenant z inſtances of GOD's judgments upon 
them that break it; and predictions of things to 
come. While the people of GOD keep the cove- 
nant, they continue to be his people: when they 
break it, they ceaſe to be his people, or church, and 
become THE SYNAGOGUE OF SATAN, WHO SAY 
THEY ARE JEWS AND ARE NOT. AND NO POWER 
ON EARTH IS AUTHORIZED TO ALTER THIS 
COVENANT. 


Sir 
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Sir Isaxc Nzwron's Obſervations upon the 
Prophecies of Daniel, and the Apocalypſe of John, 


p. 12, 15 15, 4to. 1733. 


— Nom Hic LEVIA AUT LUDICRA PETUNTUR 
PrRAMIA, LECTORIS DE Vis ANIMAQUE SALUTE 
EERTATUR: 
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